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political and military control of the Baltic States in 1939. Their islands
and ports are not so icy as is the mouth of the Neva River at Leningrad.
On the Black Sea Russia has two large ports, Odessa and Rostov, each
with half a million inhabitants, and there are several minor ports of fair
size. To find another large oceanic port belonging to Russia we have
to go 5,000 miles eastward to Vladivostok on the Sea of Japan. The
whole vast Soviet Republic has not a single seaport as good as London,
Amsterdam, Hamburg, Marseille, or Naples. «*-~
The situation is not so bad when we consider inland ports on lakes
and rivers. At the port of Astrakhan where the Volga enters the Caspian
Sea the oil of Baku is transferred to river boats and shipped up the Volga
to Stalingrad, Saratov, Kiubishev (formerly Samara), Kazan, and Gorki,
as well as many smaller cities. Gorki used to be Nijni Novgorod, famous
for its fairs. Even the huge capital city, Moscow, with its 4 million
people, can be reached by canal from the Volga. Ships sail on many
other rivers such as the Don and Dnieper in European Russia. The two
greatest cities of Siberia have grown up where the Siberian railroad meets
the river transportation of the Irtysh at Omsk and of the Ob at Novosibirsk.
The Yenisei River, too, and its branch, the Angara, have similar but
smaller river ports at Krasnoyarsk and Irkutsk. The far northern Lena,
however, flows through so cold a country that it still remains almost
unused, although larger than the Missouri. X"
Like other countries, Soviet Russia has its mineral cities, such as the
oil cities of Baku, on the south side of the Caucasus Mountains, and
Grodny and Krasnodar on the north side. Measured by their size, the
oil cities surpass the coal and iron cities, among which Kharkov and
Stalin north of the Sea of Azov are the chief. .The minerals of the Ural
Mountains, especially the iron, have helped in the growth of Sverdlovsk,
Chelyabinsk, and Magnitogorsk, the last being so named because of its
magnetic iron ore. The other large cities of Russia are mainly manu-
facturing centers located south or southwest of Moscow. The manu-
facturing cities not yet mentioned which contain more than 200,000 inhabi-
tants include Tula, Voronezh, Kiev, Dnepropetrovsk, and Zaporozhie.
The last two lie close to the famous water-power project where the great
Dnieper River has been dammed. Water power is scarce in Soviet
Russia because mountainous districts are mainly located far from a
dense and active population, and largely in regions where the temperature
is so low that power projects are greatly hampered.
Three Soviet cities, in addition to Moscow, are conspicuous as capitals.
Beautiful Kiev, with its famous old monasteries, is the capital of the
Ukraine Republic. Tiflis, the capital of the Georgian Republic, occupies
a most picturesque location on steep hills in a narrow valley where the

